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Editorial
Samuel Kotz was born on August 28, 1930, in Harbin, China, when his father, of Russian origin, was working there as an
engineer with the Trans-Siberian railway. Hewas the only child of his parents, Boris and Guta (née Kahana) Kotz. Hismother
was of Polish origin and came from a famous rabbinical family in Warsaw.
After graduating with honors in 1946 from the first Russian School in Harbin, Sam studied electrical engineering in the
Harbin Institute of Technology during 1947–1949, and then emigrated (with his parents) to Israel in 1949. After two years of
military service there, he obtained anM.A.with Honors inMathematics (withminors in Physics and Statistics) at theHebrew
University in Jerusalem. After his graduation, he worked in the Israel Meteorological Service for two years. Following that,
he entered graduate school at Cornell University and obtained his Ph.D. degree in Mathematics (with a specialization in
Mathematical Statistics) in 1960.
After holding research positions at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the University of Toronto (Canada),
he joined the latter institution as an Associate Professor in 1964. He thenmoved to Temple University in Philadelphia in 1967
as Professor of Mathematics, and then to the University of Maryland at College Park in 1979 as Professor in the College of
Business and Management. After his retirement there, he moved to George Washington University in Washington, DC, as a
Professor Emeritus, where he stayed in that capacity until his death.
In furtherance of his wide-ranging scientific interests, he engaged himself in discussions and collaborative research with
numerous researchers frommany different parts of theworld. This resulted in him being invited tomany scientificmeetings
and several universities as a Visiting Professor. Sam’s editorial efforts, academic excellence, and diverse contributions were
recognized by the award of Honorary Doctor of Science degrees from the University of Athens (Greece) and Bowling Green
State University (Bowling Green, Ohio).
Even though Samhasmade pioneering contributions tomany different areaswithin the field of Probability and Statistics,
and has authored/editedmore than 50 books and volumes, his name always remains linked to Statistical Distribution Theory,
due primarily to the series of four books he co-authored with Norman L. Johnson in 1970. These have been revised since
(with A.W. Kemp andN. Balakrishnan), and they remain as encyclopedic reference on distribution theory for researchers and
practitioners alike. His other major accomplishment is the compilation of the Encyclopedia of Statistical Sciences, together
with Norman Johnson, in late 1970s and early 1980s. Thismajor collection has also been revised since (with N. Balakrishnan,
C.B. Read, and B. Vidakovic).
Sam has left an indelible mark in the statistical profession in general through his research papers, authoritative books,
edited volumes, and intense collaboration with numerous researchers. He gave a tremendous amount of time to young
researchers to share research ideas and problems with them so that they could pursue an academic career for themselves.
He was a constant source of inspiration for many.
After a brief period of illness, Sam passed away onMarch 16, 2010. Heworked till the end, just theway he always wanted
to. He is survived by his wife, Rosalie Kotz, his daughters and son, and grandchildren, all of whose success in life he cherished
most!
We consider it an honor and a distinct pleasure to prepare this Special Issue of the Journal of Multivariate Analysis and
dedicate it to the memory of our beloved friend, Samuel Kotz!
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